Antarctica New Zealand Science Update (33) July 2008

1.

Manager Science & Information Vacancy: Dean’s former position was advertised on 12 July with
a closing date for applications of Monday 28 July. A new person is expected to be in the role by
October and in the interim Lou is the Acting Manager Science & Information. He is very happy to
provide his undivided attention to any issue that you would have previously contacted Dean for,
over the next two months. He can be reached at l.sanson@antarcticanz.govt.nz or 03 358 0209.
He looks forward to assisting you in any way possible.

International Economic Situation: The National Science Foundation issued a press release last
week highlighting that they will need to make reductions of approximately $36 million US across
the entire US Antarctic Programme. This is an approximately 15% cut to their 2008/09
programme as a result of rapidly increasing fuel prices and a weakening US dollar. They have
advised us that we will need to budget on a further 60-70% fuel price increase for all fuel
delivered from Athens this year (it will be March 2010 before we get any significant fuel savings
offset from our wind turbines). This will require us to cut $400-S500K of operational
expenditure from our 2008/09 programme. We are currently reviewing where to make these
savings and projects such as our planned increase in computer bandwidth speed to Scott Base
are likely to be deferred as a result. It is also likely that NSF will reduce the number of US Air
Force C-17 flights to Antarctica and we will see greater use of LC-130’s and NZ Air Force C-130’s.
This is likely to considerably impact intercontinental airlift capacity in the December-January
period.

We are also ourselves facing rapidly rising logistics costs in supporting science in Antarctica and
are estimating the following actual costs for the 2008/09 season:

e Intercontinental Flights — Christchurch to McMurdo $4,000 per person
e HNZ Bell 212 helicopter $4,000/hour
e HNZBell 212 helicopter at the Darwin Glacier $6,000/hour

e Twin Otter $5,000/hour

We trust you understand the unusual situation we are facing, which is shared by every other
national Antarctic programme. We will however do our utmost to ensure that all your projects
are fully supported to the best of our ability within the operational constraints we have.

Board Chair Retirement: Paul Hargreaves steps down as Antarctica New Zealand Board Chair on
31 August 2008 to be replaced by Rob Fenwick. Rob was formerly Chair of Landcare Research
for 9 years and Chair of the Antarctic Heritage Trust. Paul did a considerable amount of work to
gain the $10.5 million of new Government IPY research funding and will be sorely missed. We
will farewell him at a function in Christchurch on 12 August. If any of you who are from out of
Christchurch, happen to be in town on that date, do let Shulamit know and we will ensure we
get you along.

The 2008 Antarctic Conference hosted by the University of Otago and its Polar Environments
Research Theme from 30 June to 2 July was a great success. 130 participants (half students)
attended the 2 % day conference. In particular the workshop held by the Association of Polar
Early Career Scientists was a great hit with useful tips shared on how students can become
postdocs and principal investigators. Links to a transcription of this workshop (and maybe even a
podcast!) will circulated once these are available. The conference schedule and workbook can be
downloaded from : http://www.antarcticanz.govt.nz/article/6973.htmI#10429. Our thanks to all
the sponsors, helpers and participants who made this conference such a success.

The SCAR/IASC Open Science Conference in St Petersburg was attended by Shulamit and Dean
and an impressive contingent of 25 scientists (9 of whom were students) from our New Zealand
Antarctic community. With up to 12 concurrent sessions, it was a very busy meeting, and a great
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opportunity to meet with old and new contacts. Dean gave a presentation on interdisciplinary
research using the Latitudinal Gradient Project (LGP) as an example. Shulamit presented a poster
on 5 years of integrative research with the LGP (can be downloaded from:
http://www.lgp.aq/downloads/LGPStPeteFinal08.pdf) , convened a workshop for the SCAR
programme Evolution and Biodiversity in the Antarctic, and was elected as co-Deputy Chief
Officer of the Joint Committee on Antarctic Data Management.

SCAR Biology Travel Award: An outcome of the VII Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research
(SCAR) Biology Symposium held in Christchurch in 1998 was the establishment of the SCAR
Biology Student Travel Award Scheme, set up specifically to help NZ-registered postgraduate
students to attend SCAR symposia. The award is administered by a group of executors set up
under the auspices of the Royal Society of New Zealand’s Committee on Antarctic Science.
Applications are now called for travel awards to allow currently registered postgraduate
students to attend the Xth SCAR International Biology Symposium to be held in Sapporo, Japan
between 26-31 July 2009. The Committee reserves the right to make up to three awards based
on the merit of the applications received. Students must be registered at a New Zealand Tertiary
Institution and pursuing biological research in Antarctica and/or the Southern Ocean. Priority
will be given to students who intend to present a paper or poster at the symposium. The awards
will cover the full cost of an economy return airfare (NZ-Japan) and the full cost of the
registration fee. Accommodation costs will not be covered. Application forms are available from
Eddie Davis at eddie.davis@rsnz.org. The final date for receipt of written applications is
Wednesday 19 November 2008 and should be sent by mail to Mr E R Davis, Royal Society of New
Zealand, P O Box 598, Wellington. Decisions will be advised by 19 December 2008.

The June SCAR Newsletter can be found at:
http://www.scar.org/news/newsletters/issues2008/jun08.html

ROYAL SOCIETY TRAVEL GRANTS CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: Realising the importance to early
career scientists of the opportunity to travel overseas and present the results of their work at an
international scientific conference, the Royal Society established a fund to enable it to assist
students undertaking PhD degrees at New Zealand universities to attend their first overseas
scientific conference (this includes summer schools and workshops). Following the March 2008
funding round the Royal Society of New Zealand is helping to send 25 PhD students to attend
their first overseas scientific conference. Applications are now being called for the September
funding round. The closing date is: 1 September 2008. The guidelines and application form are
available on the Society's website, http://www.rsnz.org/awards/travel/. For further information
please email: TravelGrants@rsnz.org
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