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1. Research Endowment Fund: Antarctica New Zealand has awarded $50,000 to Gateway
Antarctica, University of Canterbury to assist them to set up a Research Endowment Fund. This
follows our decision in May 2008 to financially assist Victoria University of Wellington to
establish an Antarctic research endowment fund. This has grown significantly since, and now
regularly funds early career participation at SCAR meetings, Antarctic research and international
collaboration. Antarctica New Zealand received proposals from three universities, but Gateway
Antarctica’s proposal was the most compelling. The Endowment Fund will be managed through
the University of Canterbury Foundation and aims for a total capital sum of $1 million. For
enquires about the fund contact Professor Bryan Storey.

2. Request for Proposals: Antarctica New Zealand and the Foundation for Research, Science and
Technology (FRST) received 3 submissions on the Request for Proposals (RFP) document.
Antarctica New Zealand and FRST are incorporating the feedback and will release the revised
RFP by the end of July. The FRST portal for submitting proposals will be opened at the end of
July.

3. Antarctic Metadata: Ceisha Poirot has now finished her 18 month contract collecting NZ
Antarctic metadata. Her work includes: 850 metadata records compiled and entered onto the
Antarctic Master Directory which describe all NZ Antarctic data collected over the past 50 years
through over 100 event supported; All data and/or sample locations identified - ~ 200 of the
entries have direct web links to the data or samples; All Publications in the NZ Antarctic
bibliography linked to each metadata record where appropriate, as these often hold much of the
data; Appropriate national data and sample repositories identified; Comprehensive list of all
metadata records compiled highlighting those records where the data and/or samples are NOT
easily accessible (e.g. stored in office/on personal computer/in garage). Out of 30 SCAR nations,
New Zealand is now the third highest contributor to the Antarctic Master Directory behind
Australia and the US.

Benefits already gained include: international scientists contacting New Zealand Antarctic
scientists to make collaborations based on their data collected; New Zealand Antarctic scientists
identifying samples and data relevant to their work that they had not previously known about;
Valuable data and samples saved from destruction. We are now developing a science data policy
to ensure the safekeeping of future data and samples collected through the New Zealand
Antarctic programme. To view NZ Antarctic metadata records go to:
http://gcmd.nasa.gov/KeywordSearch/Home.do?Portal=amd nz&MetadataType=0. Thanks to
Ceisha for her great work on this and to all of you who helped with her investigations.

4. The Annual Antarctic Conference hosted by the University of Auckland earlier this month was a
great success with a record 160 delegates attending. The conference workbook can be found at:
http://www.antarcticanz.govt.nz/article/6973.html#10429. A summary of the APECS workshop
‘Taking your research further- communicating science to the wider public’ can be found at:
http://apecs.arcticportal.org/index.php?option=com content&view=article&id=344:apecs-
panel-discussion-in-auckland-a-success&catid=21:news&Itemid=69 . Many thanks to all of you
who made the conference such a success.

5. Shulamit is heading off tomorrow to the SCAR Biology Symposium in Sapporo, Japan to give an
oral presentation entitled ‘The Latitudinal Gradient Project — A Model for Antarctic-Wide
Gradient Studies’. She will also be attending to her duties as the Secretary of the SCAR biology
programme — Evolution and Biodiversity in the Antarctic. Shulamit will be back in the office on
August 17™. Approximately 15 NZ Antarctic biologists will also be attending the symposium.
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6. The APECS July 2009 newsletter can be downloaded from:
http://apecs.arcticportal.org/images/stories/newsletters/apecs july2009 newsletter.pdf

7. The latest edition of the SCAR Newsletter is now available to view on the SCAR website at:
http://www.scar.org/news/newsletters/issues2009/jun09.html

8. Call for Nominations - The Martha T. Muse Prize for Science and Policy in Antarctica: The
“Martha T. Muse Prize for Science and Policy in Antarctica” is a US$ 100,000 unrestricted award
presented to an individual in the fields of Antarctic science or policy that has demonstrated
potential for sustained and significant contributions that will enhance the understanding and/or
preservation of Antarctica. The Prize is inspired by Martha T. Muse’s passion for Antarctica and is
intended to be a legacy of the International Polar Year 2007-2008. The prize-winner can be from
any country and work in any field of Antarctic science or policy. The goal is to provide
recognition of the important work being done by the individual and to call attention to the
significance of understanding Antarctica in a time of change. A web site with further details,
including the process of nomination and selection of the Prize recipients is available at
www.museprize.org. The Prize is awarded by the Tinker Foundation and administered by the
Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR).
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