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1. Antarctic Science Bidding Round 2009: The Foundation for Research Science and Technology 

(FRST) and Antarctica NZ will run a joint process for allocating science funding (FRST funds) and 
Antarctic logistics (Ant NZ support) for the 2010/11 season and beyond. The FRST funding that 
will be part of this bidding round will come from current FRST Antarctic science contracts that 
end in September 2010.  A document outlining the draft process and timeline for the bidding 
round this year was sent out to the Antarctic science community yesterday requesting feedback 
by 13 May 2009.  If you have not yet received a copy and would like one contact Ed Butler. 

 
2. Possible Beardmore Helicopter Camp 2010/11: We have had a number of recent discussions 

with the NSF about a camp in the Beardmore Glacier area.  At this stage it looks likely that this 
will occur in the 2010/11 field season.  If the plan for a Beardmore camp becomes more certain, 
there will be a need to reference this in the documentation for the 2009 bidding round.  If you 
want to visit the Beardmore in 2010/11 you will need to submit an application in this year’s 
bidding round for support. We’ll keep you updated on any developments. 

 
3. Registration and abstract submission for the Annual Antarctic Conference will open May 1st. 

The conference will be hosted and sponsored by the University of Auckland from 1-3 July 2009. 
All information can be found at: http://www.antarcticanz.govt.nz/article/10566.html#19289. An 
email reminder will be sent out when registration opens. 

 
4. PhD Research opportunity at the University of Auckland on the recruitment processes in 

Antarctic silverfish. See information at the end of this Science update. 
 

5. The latest edition of the SCAR Newsletter is now available to view on the SCAR website at: 
http://www.scar.org/news/newsletters/issues2009/mar09.html 

 
6. SCAR’s Geosciences Newsletter can be downloaded at: 

http://www.scar.org/researchgroups/geoscience/GeoReach_Feb09.pdf 
 

7. The latest SCAR Bulletin (number 171) contains the report of this February's Cross-Linkages 
Workshop in Italy and is available to view and download at: 
http://www.scar.org/publications/bulletins/ 

 
8. April APECS newsletter can be downloaded at http://arcticportal.org/uploads/5-/HK/5-

HKNKrbGDb_gezMgBDcUA/APECS-April-2009-Newsletter.pdf 
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SCHOOL OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 
 

PhD RESEARCH OPPORTUNITY 
Recruitment processes in Antarctic silverfish 

 
Dr.’s Mary Sewell and Shane Lavery have a PhD project available to 
examine genetic aspects of recruitment processes in the Antarctic 
silverfish (Pleuragramma antarcticum). The project is to study the 
genetic relatedness of larvae of the Antarctic silverfish in Terra Nova 
Bay using microsatellite markers.  Samples were collected in 2006 
and 2007 in Terra Nova Bay and we have developed a set of 
microsatellite markers that can be used in the research.  It is 
intended that other samples could be collected and/or obtained 
through collaborations with the Antarctic scientific community to 
allow broader scale comparisons.   
 
Funds have not yet been acquired to cover a student stipend, so we 
are looking for a potential PhD student who is interested in applying 
for the May 13th deadline of the Bright Future Scheme (Top Achiever 
Doctoral Scholarship) – application details available at 
http://www.tec.govt.nz/templates/standard.aspx?id=675. 
 
If you are in the top 10% of students eligible for the Bright Future’s 
Scheme, are personable, highly motivated and with a background or 
interest in molecular ecology, then this project may be right for you. 
 
Further information is available from: 

Dr. Mary Sewell  = m.sewell@auckland.ac.nz 
Dr. Shane Lavery = s.lavery@auckland.ac.nz 

 
Expressions of interest, with a CV, are required as soon as possible 
(preferably before Monday April 27th) to either of the above email 
addresses. 
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