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MEDIA STATEMENT 

For Immediate Release 
 

Scott Base Seeks Volunteers 
  
Antarctica New Zealand, in collaboration with the New Zealand Antarctic Society, is seeking volunteers for 
this coming summer season in Antarctica. The two volunteers will be sourced from New Zealand Antarctic 
Society membership and will be helping with project work at Scott Base during January 2010. 
 
Antarctica New Zealand’s Chief Executive, Lou Sanson, said, “We have run versions of this programme that 
have been successful in the past and this has given some great names in the Antarctic community their first 
experience of the Ice. Our staff at Scott Base work hard and the volunteers will assist in maintaining the 
Base to a high standard. Our relationship with the New Zealand Antarctic Society has always been strong 
and this collaboration will further benefit both organisations.”  
 
This season the volunteers will be working primarily on exterior painting work around Scott Base and will 
be part of a 40-strong team at the Base over the summer. 
 
Norm McPherson, President of the New Zealand Antarctic Society, said, “Most of our members have 
worked or lived at the Base over the last 50 years of its operation and we are proud to continue our strong 
relationship with Antarctica New Zealand through the volunteer programme. Gaining first-hand experience 
of how the Base is run, while helping out with maintenance over the month, will be a fantastic opportunity 
for the two volunteers and we look forward to continuing this programme in the future. “ 

An application form for the volunteer positions can be accessed from the New Zealand Antarctic Society 
website: www.antarctic.org.nz 
 
Applicants must be members of the New Zealand Antarctic Society and must be resident in New Zealand.   
Applications for the volunteer positions close 30 September.   

Ends 

For more information please contact: 
Matt Vance 
Communications Advisor 
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The New Zealand Antarctic Society 

The New Zealand Antarctic Society was formed in 1933 and has branches in New Zealand's main centres, as 
well as an international membership.  The Society brings together people interested in Antarctica, to share 
knowledge in the fields of all sciences, exploration, discovery and mapping of Antarctica, to seek protection 
of the Antarctic environment, and to promote New Zealand's interests in Antarctica.  

The New Zealand Antarctic Society Patron is Professor Peter Barrett, Professor of Geology and former 
Director of the Antarctic Research Centre at Victoria University of Wellington in New Zealand, who has 
been involved in Antarctic research for over four decades.   

The former Patron was Sir Edmund Hillary who made his last formal appearance at the New Zealand 
Antarctic Society 75th anniversary event held in Christchurch in October 2007.  

The New Zealand Antarctic Society also boasts Life Members who made the crossing of Antarctica with Sir 
Ed Hillary in 1957/58 as part of the Trans-Antarctic Expedition. 

The New Zealand Antarctic Society is the only organisation of its kind in the world and publishes a quarterly 
magazine entitled Antarctic which is a full colour illustrated publication, full of information on Antarctica 
and the Southern Ocean.  

For more information on the New Zealand Antarctic Society visit www.antarctic.org.nz 
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